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I.—Fortian Potitics. ; ; 


The Roenama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 7th January 
Bas ts ae Ok Bd has the fullowmg:— - ? 
The causes of Persia's back- It is a regret that neither the Persian nation 
er and Government nor the Persian aime think it 
worth their while to see what pec are daily occurring in the political 
situation all over the world. ‘The “7 e who were once proud to court our 
favour and could not sleep fr fear of our aggression have nowadays struck 
such a terror into our hearts that we think ourselves their slaves. If wedo not 
still put a check upon their advance, they will reduce us to slavery, loot our 
wealth and corrupt our religion. We have still time enough to prepare our- 
selves for making progress. The Japanese, who thirty years ago, were an 
extremely barbarous people, are now only by dint of national efforts a first 
class nation in the world, almost ay strong as the English and the Russians. 
The Persians, therefore, who are wanting only in courage, can make themselves 
almost equal to any nation of Europe, if not supericr to them, in only ten 
years. No one ought to believe what some Europeanised Persians say, namely, 
that the progress of Persia is quite impracticable so lung as the Persians can not 
be as well up in the knuwledge of arts and sciences as any nation of Europe. 
‘These half-caste Persian Musalmans say this, because they see that there is.a 
great difference between the Ruropeans and the Persians in respect of national 
character and religion and civil law, but they seem not to know that such 
difference is observable between any two nations. A nation bent upon 
making an advance in civilization can manage to surmount any obstacle which 
stands in the way of their progress. The Boers have made up their mind not to 
surrender their independence; the English, therefore, have not yet been able to 
conquer them. Again, a handful of North African savages, simply out of 
love of freedom, made such a bold stand against Italy that the latter was at 
last compelled to declare them independent. All this is due tv courage, 
patriotism and sympathy, without which a nation cannot exist. The fall of 
the Chinese Empire, therefore, is ascribable to a want of these qualities on the 
part of the Chinese nation. 
2. The Boer war, says the same paper, has again assamed a serious 
Ti Wiss war aspect. England’s fresh preparations for sending 


-the British Parliament before time have led some European statesmen to think 
that the Boer war will go on for some time longer, and Parliament is opening 
for the purpose of settling the loan question. Lord Salisbury’s announcement 
that England will not accept the mediation of any European Power in the 
Boer war affair clearly shows that in some quarter a proposal for mediation has 
been made in connection with that war. However, Kruger’s visit to Europe 
will not be without its consequences. The best part of the joke is that the 
Dutch population of South Africa intend to co-operate with the Boers. If the 
do so, there will be a new war in South Africa. The pacification of Sout 
Africa can be effected either by adopting stringent measures against the Boers 
or by giving them favourable terms, But, after all, it will take the English 
some time to pacify the Boers. : 

3. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 12th January says that the 
appointment by Russia of a Consul to be stationed 
: at Bushire and the arrangement made by her for 
carrying on communications by mears of ships between Odessa and Bushire 
show that Russia intends to make the Shah a mere tool in her hands, and that 
she is making preparations to invade India by sea, Lord Curzon says in his 
book that the English statesman who will allow Russia to enter into the Persian 
Gulf must be considered an enemy of his country. Should Kussia be allowed 
to do the same during Lord Curzon’s tenure vf office ? 

4, The Bangavasi Uarvnetes . the 12th January reproduces a cartoon 
Sr , trom the Graphic in which is shown a private in 
‘ vemos Tee nner: the Gordons with his Cog seated near hin and in 
a soldier's costume. Referring to the fact that the animal is a pet of the 
regiment and is jestingly spoken of by the soldiers as the hero who will capture 
the Boer General DeWet, the paper writes as follows: —‘ Everybody knows what 
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dangers and difficulties were created for the British army by DeWet, and how. 


even now British troops are being harassed by him. No less than seven 


Generals, though acting in concert, find themselves unable to kill or even to 
capture this Boer hero. More than once he was surrounded by so many as 
seventeen English Generals, and it seemed as if DeWet’s en! had come, or at 
least bis capture was certain. But no one has yet been able to capture DeWet 
who has fearnt from his teacher Joubert the whols science of military tactics. 
To point to a dog and make it furnish a handle for jests and jeers against a 
hero who has hitherto baffled all the efforts of distinguished Generals to crush 
or capture him is surely conduct not at all appropriate to the gravity of the 
present situation. No one can relish such jesting in the hour of dan er, It is 
not DeWet but the English Generals who are being thus indirectly laughed 
at and ridiculed, The cartoon ia the Graphic is inopportune, and will not be 
appreciated. ae ; a 
5. The same paper, in noticing the English translation of the auto- 
vm enya J of the Amir Abdur Rahman, refers to 
ache British Government and the his complaint that the British Government does not 
fully reciprocate his friendship. The Amir desires 
to be permitted to station an Afghan Consul in England, and in order to obtain 
this permission had sent one of his sons to that country. But the British 


ministry, which prefers to make him a protégé of the Government of India 


FARIDPUR HITaIsHINI1, 
Dec, 30th, 1900. : 


rather than regard him as an ally of England, refused to grant his request. 
This is a cause of mortification to him. It behoves the British Government to 
remove what is considered by him to be a grievance. It should by all means 
doan act which will make itself a gainer while satisfying the Amir and 
strengthening his position. Confidence begets confidence, and goodwill 
increases goodwill, 


II.—Home ApMINISTRATION, 


(a)—Police. 
6. The Faridpur Hitatshint [Faridpur) of the 80th December writes as 
The inefficiency of the Faridpur sollows — ° ° 

ae _ In Asfardi, a village under the jurisdiction of 
Ainpur station in the Faridpur district, one Dwarik 
Mandal accompanied by a number of men came to the house of one Kailas 
Mandal and carried away his wife by forcein Sravan last. The case has been 
going on inthe local criminal court for the last six months, but strangely 
enough the Ainpur police has not yet been able to arrest the accused Dwarik, 
although warrants for his arrest have been issued no less than ten times. It is 
also strange that, inspite of this inefficiency on the part of Giri janath 
Brahmachari, the daroga in charge of the Ainpur police-station, he has- not 
been punished by the authorities in any way. Even the hateful manner in 
which he conducted the investigation of the dacoity in the house of Lokenath 
Chakravarti of Belekandi, and which made him extremely unpopular, seems to 
have been overlooked. The Deputy Magistrate, Babu Upendra Nath Majumdar, 
had brought the matter to the notice of the District Magistrate and the District 
eee of Police, but they did nothing. The daroga is now doing his 
police work in a curious way. He has sent in a report recommending that 
both the complainant and the accused and certain men belonging to each party 
should be bound down and required to furnish security for good behaviour, 
and on the 17th December last the complainant and four of his men were 
ordered to furnish such security, because certain witnesses expressed the 
opinion that, if the complainant went attended by the police to search his 
wife, there would be a likelihood of a breach of the peace. Dwarik Mandal is 

thus enabled to live with another man’s wife with impunity. 

‘ven in the so called barbarous Musalman times adultery was visited with 
severe punishment. Even now in Afghanistan an adulterer is severel punished. 
By ordering the com lainant in this case to furnish security for good behaviour 
the trying Deputy Magistrate, the Maulvi Sahib, has disgraced his seat. What 
wonder that such orders should be passed against @ man in the complainant’s 
position in the country where the murderer Webb was let off with only a fine 
of two hundred rupees, and where in the Rangoon outrage case the offending 


( & J 


soldiers were not awarded any punishment? There would have been no cause 
for regret if the trial had beon conducted by an English Judge, with the aid: of 
an English: jury, instead of ‘being | gorge over by .an educated Musalman 
Der uty Magistrate. It.is to be hoped that the District Magistrate, Mr. De; 
will direct his attention to this case. ._— ; Ci fe sey) 
7, The. Bikash [Barisal] of the 8th January says that on the 2nd  —areass, 
eee January last a wild boar entered into the Jan. sth, 1901. 
A wild boar in Barisaltown. = aomnound of the Bikash office and; on’ being 
ursued, quietly made its way into the j ungle:through a crowd of schoolboys. 
The boar could easily have been shot if there had been a gun. But in the 
present disarmed condition of the Barisal people, there is no remedy against 
the attacks by wild animals. Government 18 blind to the wants of the * ry pes 
8. The Bankura Darpun [ Baukura] of the 8th January says that one icc tidal 
ee Nirada, wife of Manik Lobar of Bankura town, “*;.. sin i901. 
oc opis audulent cooly re- bo, been fraudulently recruited as a cooly. and 
eats sent to a tea garden in Assam. The woman has 
with her, her daughter, aged four years. Manik, her husband, says that one 
Kalpa, a kayastha oY caste, and Ayodha Singha, a cooly recruiter of Bankura, 
fraudulently enlisted her. She was taken to a cooly depét in Purulia, and has 
keen thence sent up to Dibrugarh. Manik is too poor to proceed against the 
recruiters. ee Or ae : 
9. ‘The same paper says that the cruel cockfight is witnessed every 
a a 6 Seeeey oe winter in many places in the 
distet.” in he Mankora Bankura district. It makes one shudder to think 
of the way in which the cocks are excited to the 
fight with razors tied to their feet. The authorities are requested to put a 
stop to this cruel pastime. | i 
10. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Caleutta] of the = gs... visuxy 
9th January has the following :— Priva-0- 
The Pioneer newspaper of a recent date ““Derane™™ 
contains an article headed ‘Riots in Bengal,” in which the writer says that Jan. 9th, 1901. 
riots will not cease, but will rather go on increasing, so long as District 
Magistrates are not given absolute power. It is true, the District Magistrates 
are now the executive heads of districts, heads of the district police, heads of 
the District Boards, heads of the Revenue Department, and have the control of 
many other departments; but, according to the Pioneer, all these powers are of 
no consequence so long as they are not absolute masters of the administration 
of justice. Says that paper, suppose a District Magistrate punishes a man, 
but the District Judge or the High Court reverses the sentence on appeal; of 
what moment are all the powers of the Magistrate ? According to the Proneer, 
then, there will be no peace in the couutry so long as Government does not 
place implicit reliance on Magistrates, does not acquiesce in whatever oppres- 
sion or injustice District Magistrates commit, does not keep quiet even if 
District Magistrates send men or whole villages to prison or to the gallows 
without sufficient ground, and so long as appeals are not disallowed from the 
decisions of Magistrates—in a word, so long as the District Magistrates are not 
made absolute wielders «f the destinies of the districts under their charge. Well, 
this may establish peace in the country, buc will it save the editor of the 
'Ptoneer trom the whips of men like Captain Hearsey ? 
The Pioneer also says that the estates of the old zamindars in Bengal are 
gradually passing into the hands of pleaders; that these pleaders themselves 
live away from their homes, and create riots with zamindars through the 
agency of hirelings, with the twofold object of harassing the zamindars and 
increasing litigation. Can anybody guess what has led the Ptoneer to write so 
maliciously against pleaders? But, after all, the Pioneer should not be blamed 
for its malice, for pleaders help accused persons to escape punishment, join the 
Congress and do not subscribe to the Pioneer, though fully able to do so. 
11. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Haripal in the ,.n. yeu 
A suspicious death in the 00Shly district, says that the people of Bandipur | Paty -o- 
Hooghly eat ° within the jurisdiction of the Haripal thana have “"Pirnua 
not been satisfied with the investigation which was | 
held regarding the death of one Muktaram of that village, whose dead body 
was found one morning hanging froma tree. The villagers are not willing to 
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accept the finding of the police that the man committed suicide, for the 
following reasons :-— | a0 
- (1) Those who first saw Muktaram’s body hanging from a tree noticed 
that the noose in the rope by which the body was hanging was not tight, and 
that the deceased’s cloth lay on a branch of the tree. : 
(2) Muktaram had been suspected of a theft and taken into police custody: 
The naib of the zamindar stood his surety, and he was released, But on the 
ight previous to the morning on which his dead body was found, he was 
ra to the zamindar’s cutcherry, where some police officers and two respect- 
able villagers were present, to make him confess his guilt. What happened in 
the cutcherry has not transpired. But the following morning, M taram’s 
dead body was found hanging in the manner stated above, The Magistrate and 
the District Superintendent of Police are requested to make further investi- 
gation into the case. 
" 12, Referring to the assault committed on a native lady at the Serampore 
station, East Indian Railway, on the 14th Decem- 
The assault ona native lady at her last, by some drunken European soldiers, the 
ee Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 11th January writes as 


follows :— 

We are sorry to hear that the accused soldiers have not yet been brought 
to justice. The Agent of the East Indian Railway has been requested by the 
‘6 Railway Passengers’ Association ’’ to enquire into the conduct of the station 
master of Serampore in connection with this incident. It is said that, the 
station master, inspite of repeated requests by Babu Chuni Lal Dey and other 
gentlemen who were present at the station at the time of the assault to put a 
stop to the assault, did not do so, If this statement be true, it was a grievous 
neglect of duty on the part of the station master, and the railway authorities 
ought to punish him severely for this. The railway police, too, ought to be 
punished for suffering such oppression to be committed on a helpless lady in their 
presence. The above Association has, also, drawn the attention of the Assist- 
ant Inspector-General of Railway Police to this occurrence, If such an 
assault on a native lady is permitted in a crowded station and in the presence 
of the station master and the railway police, it will be very difficult for native 
gentlemen to live in safety with their families within British er. We 


hope that no effort will be spared by the authorities to arrest the offending 
soldiers and bring thei to justice. 


(b)— Working of the Couris. 


13, The Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 21st December has the 

Obtuse Hakime. following : — 

Let the reader, male or female, just consider how difficult a task it must be 

to write a newspaper article. Let him or her reflect on the amount of thinking as 
well as the courage and resources that it requires. That onearticle at last should 
be published every week is, as it were, the requirement of an unwritten law which 
every newspaper editor is bound to comply with. But it is hard to find fit 
themes so often. We will, therefore, speak of the obtuse Hakim. When an 
editor cannot think of any other matter to write upon, he has to write articles 
abusing some man or contradicting some accepted opinion. An editor may 
live in the obscurest village, but he must, for all that, ome in a twinkling, and 
without the help of the telegraphic wire, all that is passing in towns and ports 
and kings’ and queens’ palaces a day’s journey from him. If not from 
delicacy or fear, at least for busines’s sake, an editor must conceal the faults. and 
sing the praise of parties from whom money can be expected. A murder must be 
pronounced an accident. Ifa poor man die in u Raja’s palace he should be held 
responsible for his own death and thus slain over again. This is how articles: 
should be written, this is how an editor should perform his part. But: we, for 
ourselves, can proudly trample on the head of the editor who can conceal the 
truth for the sake of money or froma fear of big folks, and declare that he- 


has no right to exist, and that his brains are not worth a pin. We can also 


boldly declare that the native apes is being lowered in the estimation of the 


and sycophantic editors. 
either through obstinacy. or from interested: 
justice, who does wrong under pressure. or 


The obtuse Haksm is he who, 
motives, blackens the face of fair 
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influence, and, when found out or unable to undo what be has done, stares about 
blankly like.an idiot and hums and haws, and in this way tries to escape censure. 
An obtuse Hakim is he whose hair has turned grey without his judgment 
becoming mature. , ois 5 dc | : 

. «The columns of the Vartavaha will not suffice for an account of all the 
Hakims of this class We will, therefore, speak of only a few Hakims of 
Rangpur. Let the reader call them obtuse or dull-headed, just as he likes, 
after careful consideration. We would rather not run any risk. But we are 
prepared to go to jail, if need be. EAs 

. Hari Mohan Babu, the Sarishtadar of the Judge, has been acquitted by 
Mr, Yusuf. Let the reader say why Hari Mohan Babu used to go so often to 
the Judge’s house before the trial. Was it well done on the Judge’s part to treat 
as a friend the man who stood charged before him as criminal? Why did the 
Judge dispose of the case in a hurry, although he knew that a telegram had 
arrived frum the Legal Remembrancer? ‘The Judge acquitted Hari Mohan 
Babu at 7-30 P.m., and retired to his own chamber. He then sent for Hari 
Mohan Babu and told him something in private. What does all this show ? 
In an English Court of justice, not to speak of the Sarishtadar, even the Judge 
himself, if charged wita a criminal offence, must stand in the prisoner’s dock. 
Knowing this why did the Judge permit the accused to take his seat ona 
bench? Did he grant a similar permission to any Other accused person? Is 
not this, too, an effect uf previous acquaintance, of the frequent visits to the 
Judge’s house? We know of many things like this. We will tell everything 
hereafter. In fact, we are not at all satisfied with this decision. An appeal 
should be made against it by Government. It need hardly be said that there 
will be fear of unquiet and increased corruption and oppression if the real facts 
are not brought to light. : 

_ The generous reader may say that the failure of justice is due to an error 
of judgment or the part of the Judge. But we cannot accept such a defence, 
for the Judge had no reason whatever to dispose of the case in such hurry. 
Everything would have gone on smoothly if he had taken a little more time 
and the trouble to understand the case. hat we call an error of judgmert is 
a case of the following kind. Our Partition Deputy Collector, Babu Jadunath 
Sarkar, told a printer the other day, in regard to some printing work, ‘ Bri 
me a specimen proof of the matter which is to be printed, and I shall then 
consider whether orders are to be given for printing it.’ The Babu_could not 
or would not understand that a printing work is all but completed when a 
proof is submitted. ‘l'here may be ncthing else at the bottom, and the Deputy 
Babu cannot be charged with anything but ignorance of printing work. Nor 
does ignorance or obstinacy in such cases do any harm beyond a little loss of 
money to Government. In this particular case there was no fear of even such 
loss, for in partition cases the parties have to bear all the expenses. An officer 
can carry his point even when that involves a larger expenditure than would 
otherwise be necessary, and no one can take him to task for it. What we com- 
plain of is that, inspite of his grey hair, Jadu Babu should fuil to understand a 
matter even when it is clearly explained to him. Why is he also frightened. 
by a request for an order in writing ? Why did he throw away the papers 
when requested to pass a writtenorder? Did he then understand that what he 
was doing was wrong? We will disclose the doings of obtuse Hakims again. 

_ 14. With reference to the case of the Sarishtadar of the Rangpur Judge’s 

Pe eae, Court, who was tried on a charge of bribery and 
ad Seeneer dulass touae wer acquitted by Mr, Yusuf, late Sessions Judge of 

| Rangpur, the Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 
28th December writes as follows :— 

_ How is it that the Sarishtadar Babu had free access to the house of 
Mr. Yusuf where even an insect had no entrance? ‘he Amrita Bazar Patrika 
truly said of the Sarishtadar that he ‘“‘came to be regarded as the de facto 
Judge of Rangpur.” The public are not at all satisfied with the decision of 
Mr. Yusuf,. Mr. Clarke, Magistrate of Rangpur, tried the Sarishtadar on two 
charges, and whilst di-charging him on one charge for want of sufficient 
evidence, committed him to the Sessions on the other, viz, taking bribes. 
At his trial in the Sessions Court, Mr. Yusuf, the Sessions Judge, refused to 

postpone the case, although asked to do so on the ground of the absence of some 
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of the prosecution witnesses. He also refused the prosecution time to move the 
High Court for a transfer of the case from his file, saying that as the case had 
been pending for eight months, he thought it high time that it was disposed of. 


_ The Faridpur Hitaishini [Faridpur] of the 30th December says that 
“ ae ‘ee ah ane nt. faults in the work done by Babu 


The mutation clerk in the Dwarika Nath Laskar, mutation clerk in_ the 


Faridpur Collectorate. Faridpur Collectorate, the Magistrate of Faridpur 
should transfer him to some other department. ee 
16. Referring to the case of Sarada Vaishnavi against two subordinates 
of Mr. Harris, —— of the Ghosal estate in 
The case of Sarada Vaishnaviof Barisal, which was decided by Babu Jyotish 
— Chandra Acharyya, Deputy Magistrate of that 
place, the Bikash [Barisal] of the 8th January writes as follows :— | 
We have nothing to say against the Deputy Magistrate's decision, because 
he must have done what appeared to him right. But is there no myst 
underlying the change which suddenly took place in the spirit in which the 
case was being proceeded with in its first stages and the altered attitude which 
the authorities tool: up towards it in its final stage, after the Magistrate and 
the District Superintendent of Police had an interview with the Divisional 
Commissioner at Jhalakati? Had a native manager of an estate far larger 
than that of which Mr. Harris is the manager ventured to telegraph to the 
Divisional Commissioner and the Lieutenant-Governor against the Magistrate 
or the District Superintendent of Police in the manner Mr. Harris was bold 
enough to do, what would have been his fate? A desire to keep up the prestige 
of the white skin is the mystery which underlies the whole affair. Alas for 
restige ! 
: 17. The Murshidabad Hitaishi [Murshidabad] of the 9th January 
- complains that people coming to the Murshidabad 
ee treasury to buy stamps do not get them before a 
very late hour. The treasury amla are worked till a very late hour, 8 or 
9.p.M. The Treasury Officer is an old man, and he should retire if he cannot 
discharge his duties promptly. 
18. The same paper fae attention to the inconvenience which 1s being 
caused to the public by the Collector of Murshida- 
Moser a Colne, 2 *® bad dividing the revenue-paying estates in his 
district, for the purposesof the payment of revenue, 
into five groups, the revenue of the different estates in a group being payable 
to separate officers. As this arrangement was effected only on the 8th 
January, that is, only four or five days before the final day for payment of 


revenue, one is very much inconvenienced, in consequence of his not knowingto — 


what officer he shall have to pay his revenue, and also because he will have 
to apply to many officers if he has to pay the revenue of many estates. 
19. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 10th January says that many persons 
Sip, Scusiteon Seiet. Oil have been fined by Mr. Hamilton, Joint-Magistrate 
re 00D, -Magistrate ° ° a , 
of Chittagong. of Chittagong, simply for walking along the 
veranda of his Court-room or for talking there. 
Some days ago he issued an order closing the verandah to the public. 
20. The Hitavadi | Calcutta] . the 11th January says that it is ™ 
practice for the amla in every district of Ben 
itd aty Magistrate § £4 attend Court at 11 A.M., bud Mr. Jarbo, Deoaty 
_ _ Magistrate of Midnapore, makes his amia attend 
Court at 10-30a.m. whilst he himself does not come to Court before 4 p.m. He 
necessarily holds his Court till a very late hour, and makes the amia remain 
in the office so long as he himself remains there. Mr. Jarbo has found out an 
excellent way of retrenching Government’s expenditure. He has ordered that 
the treasury amla will not be supplied with candles at Government’s expense 
for working after nightfall. He has also ordered that an amia, if summoned 
away to give evidence in some other Court, will either have his pay deducted 
for the number of days he is absent or will have his annual leave reduced 
by that number. The amla get only ten days’ annual leave, and if one of them 
has to absent himself from his office for six or seven days in a year for givi 
evidence in a Court, he will get only three or four days’ leave that year. No 
greater zulum could be committed on the poor amla. If the amila P sort a 
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Law Court summons, they will make themselves liable topunishment under the 
real on the other hand, if they obey it, they will be punished by their office 
master. Will not the kindhonsted. — overnor relieve the amla of 
Mi from oppression by Mr. Jarbo. 2 
rei pe The Bharat Mitra f Calcutta! of the 12th January disapproves of the 
; roposal made by the Lieutenant-Governor of the 


Honorary Munsifs in the North- North-Western Provinces to extend the system of. 
beset eyes appointing Honorary Munsifs all over the territo 
under his administration. The practice has hitherto been confined to only a 
fow districts in that area. It does not seam that the public will derive any 
benefit from this system. 


he following appears in the English columns of the Dacca Gazette 
” : “ ie Dacca } of the 14th January :— 


Tract Sean ot ti correspondents of sme of ont daily con 
temporaries are sending letters on the subject of 


the trial of Babu Hari Mohan Ray Chaudhuri, Sarishtadar, Judge’s Court. 


Rangpur, and his nephew Lalit Mohan Ray Chaudhuri for bribery, There 
were six cases in all. In five of them the trying Magistrates found no materials 
for framing charges against the accused, and the sixth case was committed to 
the Court of Sessions by Mr. K. N. Mukerjee, Officiating District .Magistrate. 
The Sessions trial was closed on the J0th November last resulting in an 
acquitial of both the accused. 

‘¢ The cases were rather peculiar. Some of the subordinate amlas of the Civil 
Courts of the Rangpur district were alleged to have bribed the Sarishtadar two 
or three years ago, and they came forward to accuse him of bribery long after- 
wards, when he was in difficulty, 1.0.5 under suspelsion, It seems wicked and 
treacherous for a man to induce another to accept a bribe, or to give a bribe 
even at his solicitation, for the purpose of securing a benefit, and then for the 
bribe-giver to accuse the bribe-taker. The Honourable High Courts have from 
time to time held that a bribe-giver is an accomplice and unworthy of credit 
unless corroborated in material particulars, The bribe alleged to have been given 
to the Judge’s Sarishtadar is not alleged to have been given in the way in which 
a police officer on pain of sending a man to hajat or under threat of hand- 
cuffing him would extort money. ‘The modus operandi of the Sarishtadar, as alleged 
by the prosecution, was of a quite different kind, It cun be doubted very much 
whether any Court having respect for the High Court decisions would convict 
on the evidence for the prosecution even were that evidence accepted as true. 

‘‘The prosecution of the Sarishtadar was a very severe one. In the Jatter 

part of March 1900, the then District Jadge, Mr. Barada Charan Mittra, Statu- 
tory Civilian, was led to believe that the Sarishtadar was guilty of bribery. The 
easiest way of punishing the Sarishtadar was by transferring or degrading him. 
But, instead of that, the Judge begins an enquiry which he cannot finish, as he 
is under orders of transfer to Burdwan. The enquiry having been commenced, 
the Munsifs of some subdivisional stations are asked by demi-official letters 
to invite complainants against the Sarishtadar, or rather to take down their 
statements, and assurance of immunity from a criminal prosecution is given 
to those who would speak the truth and nothing but the truth. Mr. Mittra left 
Rangpur on the 8th April last, making over charge to Mr. Yusuf, a member 
of the Covenanted Civil Service. The cases that cropped up in consequence of 
the demi-official letter of Mr. Mittra dragged their slow loath ti]l they were 
closed by the acquittal of the accused on the 30th November last. Under sec- 
tion 337, Criminal Procedure Code, pardon may be tendered to an accused in a 
vase triable exclusively by the Court of Sessions. The offence of bribery is not 
so triable. We cannot understand how Mr. Mittra issued this order. Mr. Mittra 
took away the papers of the cases with him to Burdwan and got Babu Bunwari 
Lal Hati, the Public Prosecutor of that district, eugaged for conducting the 
pene g 3 at Rangpur assisted by a local pleader. The local pleader, Babu 
ajani Kanta Bhattacherjee, was eventually appointed to conduct the prose- 
cution before Mr. Yusuf, the Sessions Judge, 

‘‘ The Sarishtadar was a very strict officer as appeared from the evidence in 
the Sessions trial. He had offended a lot of amias by his overstrictness, He 
had superseded several by his own promotion, As unfortunately happens in 
most stations in Bengal, there were two parties at Rangpur; the party opposed 
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to the Sarishtadar had taken into their confidence a junior pleader who de 

in two cases against the Sarishtadar, both of which were dismissed not by the 
Judge, Mr. Yusuf, but by two Magistrates. The correspondents are, it seems, 
trying to influence public opinion against the Sarishtadar with a view to induo- 
ing the Government to appeal against the acquittal. But a careful perusal of 
Mr. Yusuf’s judgment will disclose a very serious state of — and the less 
the case is discussed further, the better for the parties connectec with the pro- 
secution. Surely Government has plenty of more useful werk to do at Rangpur 
than prosecuting the Sarishtadar again, when it is highly probable that the 
result will be an acquittal.” 

23. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 17th January says that Mr. W. H, 
Kidd, an assistant in the Rishra Hastings Jute Mill 
in Serampore, one day forcibly thrust a piece of 

ig’s flesh into the mouth of his Musalman servant, Khaladin. Mr. Duval, 

abdivisional Officer of Serampore, fined Mr Kidd only Rs. 30 for his offence, 
although the offence was a most grave one, considering that pig’s flesh is a 
forbidden thing for Musalmans. What a sentence! 


A light sentence. 


(d)—Educa tion. 


24. The Sri Sri Vishnupriya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcuttal of the 

= a acs 9th January writes as follows on the Government 

tii —— on the system of vernacular education in 
engal :— . 

The Committee appointed to report on and revise the system of vernacular 

education in Bengal state in the course of their report that the books required 
for use as text-books by the candidates for the Primary and the Middle Verna- 
cular and the Middle English examinations can not in any way be made to 
serve the purpose of improving Bengali literature. But a system of education 
which is calculated to develop the intelligence of the recipients may, of course, 
be expected, when full effect is given to it, to bring about indirectly an improve- 
ment of that literature. This, we think, is eminently reasonable. Under the 
existing system the students are indeed able to pass their examinations by an 
exercise of their memory. But, thanks to that system, they are incapable even 
in their youth of studying or mastering any stiff or abstruse subject. Anything 
which requires a little selvstion and study for its comprehension is eschewed b 
the Bengali student as if it were poison. A light subject treated in simple 
language is all that can be relished by the Bengali reader. The time has not 
therefore come for high class literature to be appreciated in this country, and 
the defective system of education which is now in force is chiefly responsible 
for this. Under that system which does not fully develop the intelligence of 
the pupils, they are unable to get clear and correct notions of anything, and do 
not therefore acquire either scholarship or knowledge of business. If, therefore, 
the system of vernacular education in Bengal is really remodelled in the wa 
proposed by Government, there is every expectation of a good result. But it 1s 
too much to expect it in the case of this country. 
_ Lt appears from the resolution that Government is not in a position to 
introduce the Kindergarten system all at once. But as it is Government’s duty 
to provide the people with good education, and as it is always able to incur @ 
large expenditure on the army, the police and the law courts in the . interest of 
good administration, why should it not spend money for promoting such educa- 
tion as may prove beneficial to them? As Professor Huxley says :— 


‘‘If the positive advancement of the peace, wealth, and the intellectual 
and moral development of its members are objects which the Government, as 
the representative of tne corporate authority of society, may justly strive after, 


in fulfilmert of its end—the good of mankind, then it is clear that the Govern- 
ment must undertake to educate the people.” 


Mr. Pedler is only content with pcinting out the absolute desirability of in- 
troducing the Kindergarten system in the vernacular schools in Bengal, leaving 
it to the Government to devise a scheme to give effect to his proposal, Of 
course, some expenditure will be necessary to carry out the changes recom- 
mended by Mr. Pedler’s Committee, and as the ardour evinced by Government 
in connection with many works of public utility is often found to cool down 88 
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soon a8 it is called upon te incur amy expenditure on their account, it is to. be: 


feared that Government will in this matter, too, follow a policy of procrastina- 

tion, That is why we find ourselves unable to express our satisfaction at the 
meye proposal to remodel the system of vernacular education in Bengal. = 

5 Th : gays that, according to the Sanjivans newspaper, 

nes ener em dade has determined not to keep pore 


o 


Government’s policy in regard — ) o- a 
to secondary schools, : than than one Government school in one district, 


30 to 50 per cent. With this object, it is said, the Collings Branch School and: 
the Taki aprakaiieenh School will be abolished from the Ist: April next, and the 
Hooghly Branch School and the Barasat ‘Government: School will alse be 


abolished if no private individuals come forward to take charge of them, and the 


* fees im the Dumka School will be raised from Rs. 2-8 to Rs.. 4 a. month. 


Whilst showing zeal for the spread of pria.ary education, Government ig 


going to lay the axe at the root of high education.. But it is the duty of every’ 


civilised Government.to properly educate its subjects, and, in the ease of a : 
country like India, to bear the whole cost of education. The people have Same 


- go. long allowed to enjoy the fruits of high education, and if they are: now 


sudderly deprived of those fruits, not only will the good name of the civilised: 
Christian Government under which they live beeome tarnished, but. 
much mischief may also ensue, Government's burden will certainly be: 
lightened by private individuals taking over from its hands the charge of the: 


two.schools: mentioned above. Private individuals have befere this relieved the: 


Government of much of ita educational burden in.that way, and. spent. money 


to educate its subjects, thereby making it easier fer the authorities to maintain. 
the peace of the country. But is that a reason why Government. should 

adually shift its whole educational burden on to their'shoulders? Consider-. 
ing that. the people’s: condition is growing worse every day, Government should. 


pause and think before placing fresh burdens:upon them. 

26. A correspondent of the Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 1@th January says 
| that the 2nd teacher of the Saroatali Upper Pri- 
b A cruel punishment ofa schoole ayy School in Chittagong made a boy named 

snes Sukhoda Prasanna Sinha remain half-kneeling and’ 


perfectly motionless for two hours continuously by way of punishment. This’ 


was too much for the boy, and when he somehow reached’ his’ House’ with the: 
help of other students, he got fever. He is now’ suffering from: an attack of 
rheumatism, ) | es 


27. The same paper says that Mr. LeFeuvre, Assistant Inspector of 


Schools, Chittagong, contemplates the abolition of 
Middle Pnglish schools on Chittae Kazim Ali Mian’s middle se English school.. 
gong. He has asked the Mian Saheb to cut off all connev- 
tion with the school, thereby paving the way to its amalgamation with the: 
Middle English school which exists in connection with the Normal School: It 
is not known what has led Mr. LeFeuvre to form such an idea. The school 
was established some 15 years ago, and 41 boys have passed the Middle English 
Examination and 140 the Upper Primary Examination,:13 securing scholarships, 
from this school. One fails to see what good amalgamation will do. The 
Normal School, which was.a Model School 15 years ago, has. come to its present 
deplorable condition in consequenee of bad management, whilst Kazim Ali 
Mian has brought his institution to a flourishing condition by. his own effort. 


[tis probable tliat an amalgamation will reduce the school to the same condition 
as the Normal School. 


28. The Bargavast.! Calcutta] of the 12th Jannary has the following::— 


The-Lord Bishop on the teach. _. _ According to newspaper report, Lord Bishop 
ing of the Bible in Government Welldon said the other day in’ the course of’ a 


schools, speech that an endeavour should’ be made to 


evangelise: all India, that. Government. itself should not.remain indifferent in 
the matter, and that the study of the Bible should. be introduced in all. Govern: 
ment schools. These words of the Lord Bishop have greatly agitated: the 
Indian Mirror and some other newspapers. For ourselves. we think that. the 
Lord Bishop’s words will only excite ridicadle under the British rule which cares 
only for the good of its subjects, and especially during the Viccroyalty of 
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Lord Curzon. The a a a Bishop cannot certainly possess a greater weight 
the promises of Her Majesty. pak dea sk 
gris 29. PThe Prativasi [Caleutia of the 14th January writes as follows:— : 
t is to be regretted that Bishop Welldon will 
Brccy: Sob mgrac ocd the tesching not suffer us to remain at our case, F orgetful of 
nee his own flock the Bishop has, of late, been exercis- 
ing himself about the moral improvement of the Hindus and Musalmans. 
Arrangements should be made, says he, for teaching the Bible in Government 
schools, for there can be no moral improvement for the Indians without it. 
The Bible should be taught by all means—yes, even if it has to be taught, subject 
to the proviso that all students whose guardians ob) ect to their reading the 
Bible should be exempted from reading it. “* Education,” says the Bishop, ‘6 has 
failed to improve the morals of the Indians, Let a trial now be made with the 
Bible.” But what the Bishop desires may not be palatable to the Indians. 
We strongly dissuade the Bishop from interfering in matters in which he has no 
right to interfere. He has no right whatever to recommend to the officials 
novel methods of educating the people. : 
Numerous creeds and tenets have been followed by the Indian people for 
centuries past, and they have been reaping the good or bad fruits thereof for 
ages. The faiths of centuries are not to be undermined in a day. The 
religious belief of India may be compared to a large heap of gunpowder. In 
this conservative country the application of the fire of knowledge to this 


inflammable mass may cause a conflagration. The Bishop may not know this, 


but all wise statesmen know it. That the Bible is a book which deserves to be 
studied, that its teachings are invaluable, is a fact of which the educated com- 
munity of India is fully cognizant. Religious preachers like Pratap Chandra 
Majumdar and the late Keshub Chandra Sen have preached the Bible to a 
articular sect in the country. The popular Hindu poet, Navin Chandra Sen, 
co celebrated the immortal Christ in verse. Religious toleration is a cardinal 
teaching of the Hindu religion. Nor is such tcleration not practised in this 
country. But how small is the number of those who practise such toleration 
out of the 300 millions who form the population of India! Ordinarily, the 
Indian people are people wedded to their own religious beliefs and averse to 
all others—people who are perfect strangers to all ideas of religious toleration. 
No wise Government should interfere with the religion of such a people. The 
Hindu, the Musalman, the Buddhist, the Parsi and the Sikh will not easily 
accept the Bible in place of the Veda, the Koran, the ‘lripitaka, the Avesta 
and the Granth respectively. 
Bishop Welldon will also do well to Chiristianise the professed followers of 
Christ in India before he proceeds to Christianise Hindus and Musalmans. 
The spectacle of the Christians in India really following the precepts of Jesus 


ead be far more edifying and instructive than a century’s study of the 
l e. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


00. The Jyots [Chittagong] of the 10th January says that people used 

noone : to cross the Magdai khal across the Naiapara- 

, an Dloles Bena the Chitta- Raujan road in the Chittagong district by means 

of a bamboo bridge which they erected over it. 

The District Board of Chittagong, however, has made a ferry ghat there, and 

compels even those who cross the khal by the bridge to pay the ferry fee. Is 

this not eu/um on the part of the District Board ? | 

31, The same peper says that the Civil Surgeon of Chittagong during 

es : ae 3 a Mh to Sitakundu proposed to remove 
eben de en oves OF Me the charitable dispensary of that place to a solitar 

wiepepes Hephneney place in the Bi of the hills. It is not tape 

whether the Government has any interest in such removal, which: will deprive 

the public of the benefits of the institution. The Government will, of course, 
derive pecuniary advantages by such removal, as no one, unless compelled b 

circumstances, will go to the dispensary in its proposed situation. If that is 


the Government motive in proposing a removal, it would be better to abolish. 
the institution altogether, 
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32, A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th Jan aner says 
ne °° that the residents of Domjur in the Howrah dis- 
Want of good drinking water in trict are much inconvenienced for want of ge 


a village in the Howrah district, = ainking water, a8 the Parui pond in Mukho- 
padhyaya-para, the only good pond in the village, is full of weeds and water 


lants. 
j 88. A correspondent of the same paper says that the South Barrackpore 
Municipality is in a deplorable condition, owing to 
The South Barrackpore Muni- qygrrels among the Commissioners. Tho accounts 
ccs nh of the municipality for 1899-1400 show that there 
was @ surplus of only Re. 1-8 in hands of the municipality on the 3lst March 
last. And although the income of the eer eng! has been diminished by 
more than one-half by the separation of the Panihati Municipality, a proposal 
has been made to increase the pay of all its employés. One of the Commis- 
sioners of the municipality has protested against such increase, and has brought 
the matter to the notice of the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commis- 
sioner. The municipality has, also, proposed to appoint an assessor on a 
monthly salary of Rs. 60. But is it right on the part of a municipality, with a 
limited income of only Rs. 9,000 a year, to appoint an assessor on so large a 
pay? Municipal money is being stolen for the last two years. The Govern- 
ment auditor, after examining the accounts of the municipality last year, told 
the Commissioners to their face that the municipal records were not at all 
reliable. It is said that this year, also, there has been a defalcation. The Dis- 
trict Magistrate remarked in his report that there was a falling off of Rs. 1,468 
from the income of the municipality simply for want of supervision. The 
condition of the roads is also deplorable. They were damaged in the last rains, 
and have not yet been repaired. The arrangements for the realisation of 
taxes are not good, and taxes are not for that reason punctually realised. 


(f)— Quesitons affecting the land. 


34, The Jyot LOnitiagong of the 10th January says that the General 

7 anager of Salamat Ali Khan’s estate, now under 

aude eee of a ward's the Court of Wards, is just now showing unusual 

“ activity in making a settlement of all lands belong- 

ing to the estate, which remained unsettled for the last 11 years. 

hurried settlement will cause loss to the estate. It would have brought a large 

income to the zamindar if these lands had been settled 11 years before at 

the rate at which settlement is now being made. A naib is said to be the 

all-in-all in the estate, and the raiyats cannot hope to get their settlement orders 

unless that officer is pleased. The Managers themselves are said to be mere 
play things in the zwid’s hand. 


(9)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


35. The Faridpur Hi‘atshini | Faridpur | of the 80th December says that 
many portions of the Majurdia khal, which extends 
shod from Bhusna to Champadaha Jeel in the Faridpur 
district, become dry in the months of November a December, thus putting a 
stop to all boat traffic. Boats will be able to proceed to Faridpur vsé Kumar 
from Champadsha Jdee/, if only two miles of the bed of the khal is re-excavat- 
ed. The people of Madhubani and the internal trade of the district will be 
much benefited by such re-excavation. 

36. The Medini Bandkav [Midnaporei of the 9th January says that the 
other day the station master of the Balichak 
station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway severely 
paddy merchant of village Jebhapur, within the jurisdiction of the 


A khal in the Faridpur district. 


An assault by a station master. 
assaulted a 


Dobra police-station, who had gone to the station to get paddy loaded in 
wagons. The man’s head was fractured, and he remained senseless for 3 or 4 
hours. The railway police is investigating the case. 

37. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar 
Pairtka [Calcutta] complaius to the Agent and 
Chief Engineer of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
that the putting up of a continuous fencing by the side of the Bagnan station 


A railway complaint. 


Such 
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on that railway, without ap for the road to the south of the station, is 
causing pa nd insonwsadiline "to railway passengers and other wayfarers, 
The local Engineer was applied to, but without success. ‘The ditch, too, 
between the station and the road should be filled up for public convenience. 
88. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th January 
complains that there is no good public road from 
Wanted road in the Howrah the Bagnan station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway 
eR to the ae ferry ghat, and passengers and 
traders accordingly experience great difficulty in going from the station to 
the ghat. ‘he boat at the ferry ghat is also rickety and too small to hold 
more than seven or eight passengers, and people have to walk a long distance 
through mud during an ebb tide in order to reach it. The District Board 
once proposed a straight road from the base of the Government embankment 
on the north side of the Damodar, through the fields of Bangalpur, to Fatepur. 
The villagers will be much benefited if this proposal is carried into effect. 


(h)— General. 


39. The Pratinidh (Co of the 8th January complains that the other 

day a letter addressed to a member of the family 
of the proprietor of this paper from Brahmanbaria 
was received with its cover open. The man who was sent to the Comilla 
Post Office to take delivery ot the letter drew the peon’s attention to the fact 
at the time of taking delivery. On two or three previous occasions, letters 
addreseed to the editor of the Pratinidhi or somebody connected with this paper 
had been opened at the Brahmanbaria Post Office, but no action was taken by 
the addressees for want of sufficient evidence. 

40. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairtka 
Calcutta} of the 9th January regrets that — 

as come of the correspondence which was hel 
regarding the establishment of a post office in Kaikaia, a village in the Hooghly 
district. ‘The number of postal articles which are every day posted from and 
delivered at that village, and the rate at which the number of its daily money- 
orders is increasing, clearly prove that a post office in the village would inflict 
no loss upon the Government, whilst it would confer a boon on the residents of 
two dozen villages in its neighbourhood, who have now to go all the way to 
Haripal even to purchase a post-card. 


41, Another correspondent of the same paper fails to see what has led the 
postal authorities to include the village Goalpara, 
which lies between Khulna town and Daulatpur, 
not within the postal jurisdiction of either of those two places, but within the 
jurisdiction of the Senhati Post Office on the other side of the Bhairab river. 
A branch post office may be opened in the village without incurring loss. But, 
if that is not possible, it should be included in one of the post offices on its 
own side of the Bhairab, and arrangements made for a daily delivery. The 


Postal Superintendent’s promise to establish a daily delivery from 1st January 
1897 has not yet been fulfilled. 


42, ‘T’he same paper says that transfer to Nagpur and Delhi is not the 
ae only hardship which hus been inflicted on the 
of Past Ofte ‘be Comptroller glerks of the office of Comptroller of Post Office. 
The work of that office has doubled within the last 

few years, and instead of appointing additional clerks, Mr. Badehah, 
Lompiroler, like a stern task-master whip in hand, gets the whole work done 
by the old establishment. [tis no wonder that, in this state of things, 
mistakes should occasionally occur. Lately, four native clerks and one 
Eurasian clerk in the Nagpur branch of the office made mistakes in their work, 
and the native assistants, though they aro all assistants of proved merit, have 
been degraded, whilst the Eurasian assistant has been let off with a mere warning. 
formerly, clerks who made mistakes were fined, but fines having been. 
probibited by the Viceroy, the native assistants referred to above have been 
punished more severely. No-rules and: regulations can save the assistants in an 
office from oppression by their superior officers, unless the latter are th ves 
men possessed of a sense of justice and sympathy with their subordinates. 
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Mach oppression of this kind ean be checked by @ careful seleetion of the officers 
who are to hold high posts and by the Viceroy taking some measure for the 

ishment of officers who commit injustice or transgress the Jitnits of civility 
in their dealings with their assistants. A 

The Deputy Comptroller at Nagpur also filled up some posts which fell 
vacant with Eurasians brought from outside, although there were a number of 
apprentices serving in the office. Native clerks begin with Rs. 15 or Rs. 20 
a month, whilst some of the newly-appointed Eurasians were given Rs. 25 and 
some Rs. 30 to start with. 


43. The same paper has the following :— | 
Ne Mr. Nolan is an old, ablé and experienced 
ct teal ape Civilian. So far back as the time when he was 
Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division, Mr. Nolan was well known for his 
justice and courtesy and his sympathy with natives. The obect of the circular 
which, as the senior member of the Board of Revenue, he has now issued, 
laying down certain rules regulating the intercourse of European officials with 
the people of this country, is exceedingly noble and important. But how far 
the Civilians, so fond of exercising authority and so full of conceit, will inénd 
their ways in the light of the advice given them by Mr, Nolan, time alone 
will show. We had so long known Mr. Nolan as a conscientious and 
sympathetic official, but this circular shows that he is also a master of mental 
science. We hope the Civilian officers of Government will accept his advice 
as that of a friend and act up toit. If they do so, they will earn the grati- 
tude of the country and see the foundations of British rule strengthened, while 
the people will find half their sufferings mitigated. The people of this coutitry 
ess a moral and religious disposition. If they could spend their days in 
safety, free from perpetual suffering, they would not care for political agitation 
at all. If magisterial officers follow Mr. Nolan’s advice, we _ believe 
there will remain no necessity for the Congress; for, if they are so minded, they 
can, with a little effort, do more good to the country than could ever be done 
by many meetings of the Congress. It isidle to say that the ey: crab social 
customs of the Indians stand in the way of their receiving the sympathy of 
Europeans. The Indians were more conservative than at present in the days 
of the Musalman Emperors, but that fact never interfered with their forming 
a sincere and lasting friendship with the Musalmans. The fact is the English 
are, as a people, more fond of exercising power than any other European nation. 
Of course, there are a few Englishmen who love mankind as a whole, and 
deserve to be adored by the world. It is for these men thatthe English 
character has not yet lost its greatness and manliness. 


44, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 10th January says that every word of 
the circular, which. has been addressed by 
Mr. Nolan to Collectors and Magistrates about 
their dealings with natives, is true, But the circular prescribes no remedy, if 
those to whom it is addressed do not follow the advice given in it. The 
circular advises European officials to be kind, good-tempered, affectionate and 
social in their dealings with natives. Ths behaviour of Mr. Hamilton, Joint- 
Magistrate of Chittagong, towards natives is, however, the very reverse of this. 
When all those in power follow Mr. Nolan’s advice, they will be adored by the 
natives, 


45, A correspondent of the Khulna [Khulna] of the 10th January says that 

: _ letters for the villages in the Belfulia pargana in 

on eed * Post office at Belfulis the Khulna district are not delivered, as they 
ought to be, every alternate day, but reach their 

addressees very late, as the peon leaves them for delivery in the shops in 
Sen’s Bazar or in charge of some villagers. The Bhairab river becomes s0 
boisterous during the rainy season that it becomes’ nearly impossible for the 
peon to cross it during those months. The villagers made a petition to the 
postal authorities mentioning all these inconveniences, and asked them to one 
a branch office at Belfulia in connection with the Middle English school at 
that place, one of the teachers volunteering to serve as post master on a. small 
pay, and the villagers proposing even to construct a separate hut for the location 
of the post office. But their prayer has been rejected. 
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SAMAY, 46. A correspondent of the Samay [Calcutta] of the 11th January says 


Jan, 11th, 1901. that when a railway station was opened at Bagnan 
: A poste! matter. -» the Howrah district, an. officer of the Postal 


Department came there to enquire about the distances of the different post 
offices from this station, and after noticing that mail-bags are taken to Mahis- 
rekha Sub-Post Office from the Bagnan station and thence sent to the Bagnan 
Branch Office for delivery, expressed the opinion that the Bagnan Branch Office 
should be converted into a sub-office. But the proposal has not as yet been 
carried into effect The residents of Syampur, Mugkalyan, Khalna, Panitras, 
Ulubaria and other places will be mucli benefited by the opening of a sub- 
post office at Bagnan, which has become an important place since the opening 
of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 


M1HIR-0-SUDHAKAR, 47. The Mihtr-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 11th January has the follow- 
Jan. 11th, 1901, ing :— 
Sir John Woodburn’s sympathy , Never in our life shall we forget the kindness 


oo of the generous Sir John Woodburn who is gifted 


with a god-like disposition, The poor people of this country are exceedingly 
delighted to see that there are a handful of god-like men in the midst of the 
countless Englishmen in India who possess a demoniac nature. By their 
nature the Indians have always been loyal to their rulers, It is a sight 
worthy of heaven when the Sovereign is found placing himself in the midst of 
his afflicted and helpless subjects, treating them to words of consolation and 
willing to wipe away their tears. The Lieutenant-Governor evinced great 
sympathy with the plague stricken people in Gaya. He visited the different 
parts of the town and conversed with many poor persons assuring them of his 
ia sympathy. As is the Lieutenant-Governor, so is the Magistrate, Mr. Oldham. 
‘ag Thanks to their sympathetic disposition. the suffering people have f. und peace me Do 
it and comfort even in these dark days of their affliction. His Honour addressed 
aia them in Hindi, and the only reply they made to his consoling speech was 
a “ Chota Lat-ki-jay, Collectur Shaheb-ki-jay.” Blessed are they and auspicious 
is their birth who can leave the mark of even one good deed on the rolls of 
Time. It is certain that the people of Gaya have been made to forget their 
suffering by His Honour’s sympathy and kindness, 
wiaiiaeem: 48. The Pratikar [Berhampore| of the 11th January says that it had 
OT a , long been one Rabe -_ Mr. K. G. Gupta would be 
r. K. G. Gupta’s rumoure iven a Divisional Commissionership, but grave 
Ss ee doubte were entertained about the sce Aged of the 
rumour, in consequence of his not actually getting the promotion. The public 
will, however, be glad to learn that Mr. Gupta will get a Commissionership 
before March next. 
PRATIKAR, 49. The sume paper says that Government has decided not to use paper 
Supersestion of Indian by “Manufactured in India, but will indent for all 
Fng'ish paper in Government paper required by it from England, as English made 
esas paper is cheaper than Indian paper. But this will 
strike a deathblow at the root of an Indian industry. Why does not the 
Government look upon the excess charge which it has to incur in conse- 
quence of its using paper of Indian manufacture as so much money spent in 
helping Indian arts and manufactures? Will it not be a loss to the Govern- 
men’ if one of the industries which gives employment to a large number of 
its subjects is abolished? Governicent is requested to reconsider the matter. 
Rag tdfied : 50 The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 12th January says that newspapers 
> Ham, TOM. which reach the Calcutta post offices after 4-30 P.M. 
ary are delivered not on the same day, but on the 
following morning The papers which were posted from the Nava Yug office 
at the Simla Post Office, Calcutta, after 4-30 e.m. on Saturday last were 
delivered next Monday morning. The postal authorities are requested to make 
_ &rrangements for removing this public inconvenience. 
Pang) 51. The Hitavadi Parnened Ss the 11th January writes as follows :— 
| Tho Collectership of (aicu'te. e never thought that the post of Collector of 
elk Beeett Calcutta would, after the retirement of Rai Durga 
nerji Bahadur, be given to a Bengali; at all events, toa Bengali who 
if ~~ known far more for his abiity than for his adroitness in flattering the 
ie : overnment. But we have no longer any cause for anxiety. ‘The man who 


b 
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has been selected for the post is Babu Chandra Narayan — Deputy Magis- 
trate, who is a competent officer and an outspoken man. He is praised both 
by the public and the Government, and his appointment to the Collectorship 
would be a merited reward for his long and able service. Such promotion 
of an officer. possessed of Chandra Narayan’s abilities will please everybody. 
52. The same paper has again heard of oppressions hy plague officers. at 
the Chausa station on the East Indian Railway. It 
was raining when the down Punjab mail train 
reached that station on the 4th January last. ‘The passengers were, as usual 
made to alight on the platform for plague examination; but, as the doctor had 
not then arrived, they took shelter from the rain in their carriages. gad 
after, the doctor appeured on the platform, cane in hand, and in a most rude 
manner began to beat the passengers and otherwise roughly handle them in 
order to make them come out on the platform. | 
The Lady Doctor, too, came to a second class compartment containing 
native women, and in a most rude tone told them to get out of their carriage, 
although there would have been no harm if she had examined them inside the 
carriage in that weather, If there was an absolute necessity for the passengers 
to come out on the platform, the request to do so might at least have been 
made in polite language. The Government should teach a severe lesson to 
these two plague examiners, 
53. ‘The same paper says that it is true that since the passing of Act X 
of 1890, amending the Press Regulation Act. of 


Working of the law regulatin : 
dhe seelstution of beaks. 8 & 1867, printers have not always sie grid performed 


their duty of making over copies of books printed 
by them to the Inspector-General of Registration, But that cannot justify the 
unnecessary rigour with which the law is being just now enforced, leading to 
the institution of groundless cases and to the harassment of innocent persons. 
What with the high-handedness of Government officers and with the failure of 
justice that frequently takes place at the hands of boy Civilians or ignorant 
Honorary Magistrates, the printers are having, indeed, a very bad time of it, 
Complaints of neglect of duty and other faults are heard against the office of the 
Inspector-General of Registration, and it ought to be enquired if the present 
harassment of printers is not the result of an attempt on the part of that office to 
make up for its own deficiencies. 

The printer of the Sanjivani was fined five rupees the other day, without, 
it is said, being given even an opportunity of making a defence. Here is 
another case. About a year ago a printer in Kalighat, Calcutta, printed a book 
named Gupta Fandhu, priced four anuas, containing some advice to goldsmiths 
in relation to their art, and did not get more than eight rupees for his labours. 
A copy of the book was in due time sent to the Inspector-General of Registra- 
tion and the printer got a receipt for the same. Yet a case was some time ago 
instituted against him. He proved by his receipt that he had made over a 
copy of the book to Government, but the officers of the Registration. Depart- 
mnt said that the case was not a case for the first copy of the book, but for the 
two other copies which had been demanded and which the printer did not 
supply. The case was postponed for production of evidence on this point, and 
on the day appointed, the Registration Office produced evidence to show that 
a letter purporting to be written to the printer for two more copies of the book 
had been drafted and copied in the office. But there was no evidence to show 
that the letter had been duly posted and duly delivered by the post office to the 
accused. Still the accused was fined eight rupees. Now, it may be asked— 
(1) What was the printer’s interest in not delivering extra copies of the book ? 
(2) Is the fact of a letter having been drafted and copied in the office of the 
Inspector-General sufficient proof of a printer’s receiving it? (3) Is a printer 
hable under the law evenif a letter sent to his address by the Inspector- 
General’s office is misdelivered by the post office? 

In conclusion, it may be asked why does not the Government send all 
letters containing requisitions for books in registered covers? It no longer pays 
for the books it takes, and it should not mind the little expense that would be 
incurred in sending requisitions to printers in registered covers, It is not, 
indeed, the law itself which is so much to blame as those who have to enforce 
it, and those judicial officers who try offences against it and punish every 
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aecused person under the impression that a case instituted by the Government 


* 


ust be decided in its favour. : 
mon We can ‘say much more about the doings of the office of the Inspecter- 


General of Registration in connection with these prosecutions, and we shall 


adually bring it to, the. notice of the authorities. : | 
- 54.” = ig Rel paper says that, by the order. of the, Superintendent of 
| _, wey Burma, almost all the, clerks in the office 


_ Appointment of census officers of the Accowntant-General of that province, | 


inBorma. native and Evrasian, have been appointed as census 


officers, and all Eurasian clerks, no matter what their Pay and official position, 
have been, appointed to higher offices than, the, native c erks. In. consequence 
of this arrangement, many: native. clerks, who hold a higher official position 
end draw a larger salary than any Eurasian, will have: to, serve in the. census 
operations under their Eurasian subordinates. It.is needless to say that. in 
making these appointments the authorities have shown greater regard for 
the complexion of the men, appointed than for their ability. This invidious 
distinction would not, have been made if the officials had looked: upon Her 
Majesty’s subjects of all castes and creeds without bias or partiality. But it 
is necessary that the causes of the discontent which has been created: among 
native clerks by the above arrangement, should be removed. 
55. A correspondent of the same paper says that there being only one 
peon in the Bajapti post office in the Tippera 
district for making village deliveries, all letters 
and even money-orders are left by him in charge of some villager. Villagers 
do not get their letters in time, and lately a money-order intended for the 
Haranchar Girls’ School, was misdelivered, in consequence of this arrangement. 
Another peon is abeolntely needed in the post office. | | 
56, The Bangavasi | Calcutta} of the,12th January says that the post office 
Th ee is the best managed department of the adminis- 
Dosstet. me oneme £08" tration. It. is worked most smoothly and effici- 
: ently. The superior authorities have an eyean 
all matters, and the subordinate employés, are all honest and conscientious 
men. If Government officers in other departments had been as courteous 
and well-behaved as those who serve in the Postal Department, the public 
would have been spared the necessity of making complaints against Govern- 
ment-servants. From the. Director-General, the. highest postal authomty, to 
the lowest postal peon. all are attentive to their duties and possess a mild. 
disposition. Itis only in this department that complaints are followed by 
enquiries, Of course, all'complaints do not. bear fruit; but the authorities 
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_ show no remissness_in making enquiries. Is anything like this seen: in any 


other department of Government? 

But it is a regret that the men who. guide. this vast and complicated 
machine. are paid very low. pay, though, this fact does.in no way affect: their 
honesty ; for, as a matter of fact, there.is almost an entire. absence of fraud 
or cheating in the Postal Department.. Under these circumstances, the. grant 
of increased pay to a. considerable number of Sub- Post Masters and peons, which 
is referred toin last year’s, report, must be considered.eminently satisfactory. 

ov... The same paper gives.an abstract in Bengali of Mr. Nolan’s: circular 
on the intercourse of European officials: with the 
natives of the country, and makes.the following 
observations on the document :—Mr. Nolan is well known to our readers. He 
is respected, nay, adored by everybody for his noble disposition and) liberal 
views. He considers natives as human. beings, loves them, personally: treats 
them with great consideration, and desires to.see.that the officials subordinate 
to him treat them in the same way. Every line, every word, every: letter. of 
his circular is pregnant with a good import. The document is the fullest expres- 
sion of the writer’s heart and head, Itis to be. hoped that every revenue 
officer will, in his intercourse with the people cf the country, be guided by 
Mr. Nolan’s advice as given in the circular, and earn their love andirespect: __ 

58. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the, 13th January thanks. Mr. Nolen 

i a for his advice to Magistrates to treat the natives 
: kindly. Asa matter of fact, a satisfactory manage- 
and judicial administration requires a knowledge of 


Mr. Nolan’s circular. 
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the views and habits of the people, It isa pity that most Magistrates do 


not care to obtain this knowledge. They do all work in consultation with a 
few English-educated natives. But they do not know that English education 
has nothing to do with sound sense or a real knowledge of the country. Those 
who, for the sake of their education, spend the best part of their lives in 
towns, and who derive all their knowledge from books, despise the mass of 
their countrymen, and are hated and feared in turn by the latter. The 
knowledge possessed by these English-educated natives of the state of things 
in the country is not therefore deeper than that of the officials themselves. 
These men do not also venture to speak out before the officials all that they 
think and feel from a fear of being thought unenlightened. , : 

59. Sir John Woodburn, says the Pratwasi [Calcutta] of the 14th 
January, h«s fascinated the Bengalis by his gene- 
rosity and large-heartedness. His kindness and 
sympathy for the people has no parallel, During 
his late visit to Bankipore he went about everywhere, in utter disregard of the 
plague, reassuring the people. The people of Bankipore have been charmed 
and reassured by his conduct. “If only Sir John’s subordinates,” sighs a 
correspondent of the Amrita Bazar Patrtka, ‘followed the example of their 
chief!” Heuring that the eldest son of Babu Sati Prasad Sen, Assistant 
Superintendent of the Railway Mail, had been attacked with plegue, the kind- 
hearted Lieutenant-Governor went in person to his house, saw the patient, and 
addressed words of encouragement to Sati Babu. l'he Lieutenant- 
Governor’s kind-heartedness has made his name immortal in Bankipore. We 
are extemely fortunate to have got a generous and kind-hearted ruler like him. 
If he had not been at the helm of the State at this time, the sufferings of the 
Bengalis in this plague epidemic would have known no bounds, May God 
make him always happy ! 

60. ‘The same paper has the following under the heading ‘ An infallible 

7" ae esos cure for Russo-phobia” :— | 

Se rer Oldham in Gaya, Bell in Barisal, and 
Woodburu all over Bengal are being worshipped today as _ household 
gods. Only by hearing their names mentioned, the patient forgets bis suffer- 
ings, the miserable feels the load of his misery lightened, and the slave 
feels his chains of slavery loosened. Plague patients in Bengal to-day are 


Sir John Woodburn at Banki- 
pore. | 


delighted and reassured to hear of Sir John Woodburn’s arrival. just as 


the sick soldier was soothed when he saw that the shadow of Florence Night- 
ingale was upon him. As for Mr. Bell of Barisal, he is surely a heavenly 
being come to earth under the influence of some curse; for self-sacrifice 
such as his is rare, indeed, on earth. He who, living in the midst of comfort 
and luxury, does not hesitate to risk his life for the good of others, cannot be 
properly said to belong to a world in which fear of death is the strongest 
feeling known to its inhabitants. The name of the Magistrate Drummond 
has found a place in history, because he helped in the disposal of the dead 
bodies of friendless men. Will not then the noble courage of the man who has 
— = corpses of plague patients on his own shoulder make him im- 
morta 

As for Sir John Woodburn, who holds the highest office in the Civil 
Service, whose satellites even cannot be approached save by humble entreaties 


addressed to the peons of the Secretariat—that arbiter of the destinies of 


populous Bengal—is to-day bending over the pillows of plague patients and 
whispering words of reassurance in their ears. This er spectacle at Patna 
will always remain fresh in the memory of the Indians and make the memory 
of Sir John Woodburn eternal. : 

The victorious banner of love once planted is never stricken down. 
The human heart conquered by sympathy end kindness is conquered for 
ever. ‘I'lat is why Sir John Woodburn was delighted. to hear Mr. Oldham 


preset by everybody at Gaya. He has seen with his own eyes how men’s 


earts cam be won by love. If the example of these three Civilians are followed 
everywhere, there will no longer remain any need of stationing troops on the 
frontier at an enormous Gost tu secure India against foreign invasion. 
English statesmen have been racking their brains to find the neces:ary 
funds for securing India against foreign invasion. But if the entire Civil 
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Service follow the generous example of these three great men, the English 
conquest of India will become every way complete, and if, along with’ this 
generosity, Lord Curzon’s 
is carried out, not the faintest whisper of discontent will be heard in India, 


, 


policy of equal treatment of natives and Europeans 


? 


~ TI..—Lecisuation. 


61. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th January says that Babu Surendra 
Nath Banerjee and the Maharaja of Darbhanga are 
The candidates for election to oth candidates for election to the Supreme Coun- 
Pisin regen cil by the non-official members of the Bengal 
Council. Two tea-planters have been given seats in the C..uneil to defend the 
cause of the tea-planters, and the representatives of the tea-merchants will also 
support their cause, but there is no one to take up the cause of the coolies. 
Under these circumstances, it is desirable that the non-official members of the 
Bengal Council should elect Surendra Babu instead of the Maharaja of Dar- 
bhanga. : 

62, The Hitaradi [Calcutta] of the 11th January has the following i 

Tie Teftian Mince Pill Neither the owrers of Indian mines, native 
cman ee or European, nor the coolies working in these 
mines felt any want for or demanded a piece of legislation like thut proposed 
in the Indian Mines Bill, Even among the officials there are many who are 
opposed to the measure. Yet the legislative authorities, instead of rejecting 
the Bill, are pushing it forward towards enactment. It is needless to say that 
this is being done in the interest of English miners, 

Three members of the Select Committee have entered their protest 
against the Bill. Mr. Allan Arthur’s protest is the one which is based on 
the soundest arguments. He has advised the Cuuncil to reject. those sections 
of the Bill which prohibit the employment of women and children in mines 
end insist on special qualifications in the managers of mines. There is not 
the least doubt that his suggestion is perfectly reasonable, and has the approval 
of every mine-owner in this country. There being no mining school in this 


country, insistence on special qualifications in managers of mines will require 


the bringing out of qualified managers from England on large salaries, and will 
affect the profits of owners. 

Lord Curzon is anxious to protect and ameliorate indigenous arts and 
industries, and it will be a matter of the greatest regret, if during his time any 
law is passed prejudicial to mining industry. Itis a matter: of some satisfaction, 
however, to know that His Excellency has expressed a wish to appoint a 
representative of native mine-owners in his Council during the discussion of the 


Rill. Somebody, therefore, should be selected who has experience of the_ 


industry. The Hon’ble Babu Baikuntha Nath Sen, Babu Indra Nath Banerji 
of Burdwan and Kumar Dakhineswar Malia of Siarsol are counected with mines, 
and one of them should be selected to sit in the Council. 


63. The same paver says that the tea-planters of Assam could not remain 

| | satisfied with having only one representative in 
i zeeamonintinn 9 tea plant- the person of Mr. Buckingham in the Legislative 
ated pe’ Council on the occasion of the discussion of the 
Assam Labour and Emigration Bill, and asked for, 
and have been granted, the privilege of sending another. But has it been right 
on the part of the Government to allow the tea-planters, who are a very strong 
party, two representatives in the Council ? 


64. The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 12th January has the following :— 
Though the tea-planters of Assam are rich 
men, the provision of the Assam Labour and Emi- 
gration Bill proposing to increase the salaries of 
coolies by one rupee startled them, and a howl of protest was raised. The 
Bill was not passed last year in consequence of these protests, and Heaven only 
knows what fate awaits it this year. But Lord Curzon could not remain 
satisfied with a pointing only one member to represent the cause of the tea- 
planters in the Legislative Council, and has therefore appointed another. This 
has led some newspapers to despair of any ‘benefits accruing to the coolies 
from the proposed measure; because; they say, that, with all the mercantile 


The Assam Labour and Emigra- 
tion Bill. | 
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members of the Council and two ial members to fight for their cause, the 
tea-planters will certainly carry the day. We, however, do not think that 
Lord Curzon will give way. He saw the necessity of increasing the salaries 
of coolies after careful enquiries and mature deliberation. It is not likely 
that His Excellency will give up his laudable purpose out of a fear of or 
respect for a strong party. So far as our idea of him goes, he is kind yet firm 
like his predecessor Lord Canning. Heis soft as clay in behaviour, but hard 
as brick in the performance of duty, He is like the ocean sought after for its 
pearls, but unassailable on account of the animals it contains. 


IV.—Native STATES. 


65. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 12th January says that everybody 

™, ¢ Gin tae ee glad to hear that Lord Curzon has taken a 

a— 2 %* favourable notice of the memorial which was sub- 

mitted to His Excellency by Ghisa Lal of Indore, 

and has cancelled the order for his banishment. In every home in Indore, the 
praise of the merciful Curzon is being sung. 


V.—PRosPects OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


66, The Fartdpur Hitatshint Bohr ane of the 3Uth December says that 
ae there will hardly be any crop in some districts of 
Crop prospects in Faridpur and East Bengal this year. In Comilla there will be 
ee only a two-anna crop. The condition of the padd 
crop in Mymensingh, Dacca, Sylhet and Chittagong is deplorable. In Barisal, 
too, not more than an eight-anna crop will be reaped. Nearly all the paddy 
crop within the jurisdiction of the Pangsa police-station in the Faridpur 
district has been destroyed. In that district only one-anna crop will be reap 
- within the jurisdiction of the Belakandi police-station, and only a fewf-anna 
crop within the jurisdiction of the Kotaii police-station. ‘The rab¥ crops, too, 
will fail completely in that district, Only a two-anna crop’will be reaped 
in Ainpur, 4 four-anna crop within the jurisdiction« of the Bhanga police- 
station, a four-anna crop within the jurisdiction of the Kotalipara police.station, 
in Sibchar, in Madarrpus: in.Palemp; a six-anna crop in Maksudpur and 
Gopalganj. The condition of the chattal crop is bad everywhere. ‘The above 
has been ascertained after much enquiry and inspection. Rice is selling in 
many places at Re. 2-12 to Rs. 3 a maund. Whatever the Government report 
may show, very bad days are threatening Faridpur. 
67. The Hindu Ranjtka [ Boalia | of the 9th January has the following :— 
ys Old rice is selling at six to seven seers in the 
Baal disteio , famine in the rupee in Boalia town, This high price is due to 
buying large quantities of it at exorbitant prices for export. We hear that 
traders heve come to the town with 10 to 60 thousand rupees to buy rice. If 
the market remains in this state for a long time, famine will surely appear in the 
Rajshahi district. The raiyats do not understand their own interest, and sell 
rice to anyone who offers the largest price for it. The Magistrate ought to 
put some check upon such drains from the district. He may devise some 
means of keeping back as much rice in the district as may be necessary for 
averting a famine. Mr. Ruddock, late Magistrate of the district, did a similar 
thing. If the Magistrate considers such a measure necessary, he will be uble 
to devise some means to carry it into effect without interfering with free trade. 
68. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th January 
: says that less than a two-anna crop will be reaped 
ae oS wage pome villages this year in Kaliganj and in the villages within the 
jurisdiction of the Asasuni police-station in the 
Khulna district, and not a 10 to 12-anna crop as the Government report shows. 
As the zamindars are busy realising their rents, it is certain that distress will 
break out in the villages about March or April. Government is requested to 
a enquiries about the people’s condition in these places while there is yet 
ime. | 


the fact that traders from other districts are’ 


BaNaavasi, 
Jan. 12th, 1901. 


FaRIpPuR 
HITAIsarnt, 


Dec. 30th, 1900. 


HInDO RanJiga, 
Jan. 9th, 1901. 


HitaVaD!, 
Jan. llth, 190] 


Bunpwak SaNJIVANI!, 
Jan. 8th ’ 1901. 


_Jron, 
Jan. 10th, 1901. 
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VI.—MIScELLANEOUS.: 0 0 tyre 
69. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the &th January has ‘the’ 
following :—_ rb Sine 


The Indian press and the Indian : 


Wathesl Gomavens There is more discussion in the Indian papers 


aguinst it. But now the opposite of this is found to be the case. From a 


st changing their opinion, and are no longer looking upon the Congress 
in the hi 


movement, Among the native papers, however, the Amrita Lazar Paitrtka 
was at one time a stsunch supporter of the Congress, but from its present 
attitude it is clear that the movement has lost its eae: On the whole, 
the Congress has done some good to the country, and is likely to do more good 
in the future. It is therefore incumbent on all native papers to try to promote 
its interest. 
70. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 10th January says that, though the 
ae Puri Lodging-house Act has been extended to 
Pa ons ay for pilgrims at Sitakundu in Chittagong, no attention has yet been 
| paid to the health, comfort, and convenience of 
pilgrims who come to the place all the year round. All that the authorities do 
is to send an Assistant Surgeon and a clerk of the Magistrate’s office to the 
place 10 or 12 days before the Siva Chaturdast festival, and make hurried 
arrangements for the reception of pilgrims. The Magistrate’s attention is 
drawn to the following points in connection with these arrangements :— | 


(1) The Assistant Surgeon should be sent to the place at least a month 
before the festival, and instructed to guide himself by the advice of educated 
and experienced inhabitants of the place. ‘The Committee which is now formed: 
isamere farce. ae 

(2) The police should be entrusted three weeks before the festival with the 
duty of clearing the tanks. Zhtkadars, who are now employed to do the work, 
muke so much delay thatthe tanks are not cleared in time. | 

(3) The present arrangement for removing night-soil is costly and not 
satisfactory. ‘The work can be done at a less cost and more satisfactorily by 
engaging 30 to 40 mehters, a few night-soil carts, and finding a trenching 

round. : 
. (4) There should be a permanent cholera hospital near the’ charitable 
dispensary, instead of the temporary structure which is now raised every year 
at a cost of Rs, 250. ih | : 

(5) Before granting licenses to house-owners, they should be compelled to 
make their houses fit for the lodging of pilgrims. The houses ought.to be dry 
and clean. The Magistrate and the Civil Surgeon ought to inspect these 
houses from time to time. 


(6) Attention should also be paid to the lodging-houses all through the 
year. j 
(7) Some means should be devised for supplying pilgrims with good drink- 


ing water. The laying of water-pipes from the Mandikini to the lodging- 
houses may serve the purpose, , | 


71. The Httavads | Calcutta) of the 11th January has the following ri 


: & The subject of the relations between Hindus 
man) nae and the Musel- and Masalmans had again come to the front long 
; before the Congress held its sitting at Lahore. 
The late Sir Syed Ahmed of Aligarh had given the Musalmans of the North- 
Western Provinces to understand that by joining the Congress they - would 
become great losers. It was at his advice that the Musalmans had so lo 

stood aloof from that movement. Both Musalman Presidents: of: the Congress 


hailed from Bombay. It can, therefore, be said that unlike their co-religionists 
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in Southern India the Musalmans of Bengal and the North-Western 
Provinces have not yet been able to realise the beneficial character of the 
Congress movement, But it is stated in a note lately published by Mr. Nandi, 
Assistant. Secretary to the Congress, that the Musalmans of the North-West 
have at length come to their senses, and now see the harm they have done to 
their community by refusing the Congressists their sympathy and co-operation. 
It is also noteworthy that the number of Musalman delegates present at the 
Lahore session which has just come to a close was larger than that which 
attended any previous annual meeting of the Congress. This statement by 
Mr, Nandi has, in some quarters, given rise to discussion. 

The Musalmans think that by grog | the Congress they will be able to 
secure from Government appointments to the public service on easy terms. 
Indeed, they have become partially successful in this matter. But we do not 
believe that their success is due to their hostility to the Congress. What we do 
believe is that Government is now showing a good deal of kindness and 
consideration to the Musalmans in order that it may gain some other hidden 
political object. For many years after the Cory Mutiny Government did not 
sufficiently trust the Musalman community. This attitude of distrust and 
want of confidence was conspicuous down to the period of Lord Mayo’s adminis- 
tration. 

_ After the murder of Lord Mayo, Lord Northbrook kept the old feeling 
somewhat alive during his Viceroyalty. When Lord Lytton became Viceroy, 
the story of the Sultan’s atrocities was beiug echoed and re-echoed over Europe. 
Then came the Russo-Turkish war, and the British Government fearing that 
it might be out-witted and deceived, took active measures to check the advance 
of Russia. War was declared against Afghanistan, and Russia swallowed 
Northern Persia. A feeling of hostility to Christians became at this time very 
strong in all Musalman countries. The number of Her Majesty’s Musalman 
subjects in India exceeds five crores, and while the Government was unable to 
convince itself that the prevailing antipathy to Christians had not spread 
among them, the murder of Justice Norman and Lord Mayo and the Wahabee 
rising clearly showed that Musalman fanaticism in the country had been 
aroused and powerfully excited. 

_ It was precisely at this time that the aunouncement was made by Lord 
Beaconsfield, that astute statesman, that the Queen was exceedingly kind to . 
her Musalman subjects, and asa proof and expression of that feeling of kind- 
ness, efforts began to be made from that time to appoint Musalmans to high 
posts in the public service. Shrewd Musalman that he was, Sir Syed Ahmed 
saw that that was the lucky moment for his co-religionists, and that if they 
could then act according to the views and. wishes of the Government, and 
show that they were extremely loyal to Englishmen, both the leader and the 
community owning his leadership would b.come gainers. The resulta justified 
his expectations. He was decorated with a high title, he raised large fund's 
m aid of his Aligarh College and he scored many other advantages. As 
regards posts in the public service, the Musalmans have become great gainers 
since that time. ‘T’o all appearance, the Musalman’s antipathy to the Christian 
vanished from that moment.. 

This policy received a further development during the administration 
of Lord Dufferin, that sapient Viceroy. From his long residence, as British 
_ Ambasssdor in the Turkish Court, it, was well known to him that the Musa 
mans all over the world entertained a profound respect for the Sultan. He was 
also: aware that, although a large number of Musalmans in India were subjects 
of Her Majesty, they were still devotedly Joval to the Sultan. For the British 
Government which rules over five crores of Musalmans. this feeling of divided 
loyalty in the heart. of the subject people can. never be beneficial. As for the 
twenty crores of Hindus, they have no place other than India and no sovereign 
other than the Empress Victoria. And what. is remarkable is that these twenty 
crores of Hindus being in religion, manners and customs, in language and: dis- 

osition, divided into classes and castes almost as many crores in number, there: 
is very little likelihood of their being able to cause any vast and: powerful political 
revolution. But there is risk of such a revolution being brought about from 
the side of the Musa'mans.. There is still vitality in the Musalman. eommunity, 
for it.is. not long that the Musalmans have ceased to exercise administrative: 
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powers. Their friends and relations in other. Musalman countries still live in 


an atmosphere of liberty. Now, if the feeling of loyalty which this powerful 
body, hess five secant Indian Musalmans, entertain for the Turkish Sultan, 


* . 


became stronger than that which they entertain for the British Gevernment, it 
would be no wonder that the British statesman, foreigner as he 1s, should be 
troubled by gloomy apprehensions. That is-why Lord Dufferin caine to the 


conclusion that it was necessary that the Musulmans should in the fullest 
measure be made servants of the British Government, inasmuch as that would 


conciliate them, and the obligations of service would diminish their loyalty to 


the Sultan. ot eG “7 
‘Another point for considertion is that if the men of light and leading 


inthe native community, Hindu and Musulman, were united, Englishmen’ 


would have to carry on the work of administration somewhat guardedly and 


pay greater attention than before to the necessity of giving satisfaction to the 


subject people and securing their approbation, We do not know whether or 


not Lord Dufferin viewed the matter precisely in this light, but his policy has 


been crowned with success. There has been an estrangement between ignorant 


Hindus and Musalmans, and the two communities have grown hostile to each 
other. We do not know if the loyal devotion of the Indian Musalmans to the 
Sultan has suffered any diminution, but it isa fact that service has in some 


measure cooled its fervour. eee ne 
There is yet another point. The way education is imparted in the 


Aligarh College has the effect of anglicising the sons of wealthy and influential 


Musalmans and making them leave the path of Musalman orthodoxy. It is 
a fact that these men do. not possess that influence over the vast Musalman 
community in India which was exercised by their ancestors. It is notorious that 
educated men in a community become powerless for mischief the moment their 
influence over that community suffers diminution. ‘The fangs of the Musal- 
man leaders are one by onedropping off. That happiness and that mental peace 
whi.h they enjoyed when they were on good terms with the Hindus have now, 
with the disappearance of those good feelings, been destroyed. On the other 
hand, thanks tothe Congress and political agitation, the Hindus are grow- 
ing increasingly powerful, and Government finds itself obliged to listen to the 
prayers of the Congress. Beyond a few posts in the Government service obtain- 
ed by a handful of educated Musalmans, no other benefit has been received b 
the vast Musalman community by opposing the Congress, while it has by suc 
opposition become a loser and courted a downfall from the standpoint of 
nationality. 

The Hindus have always possessed a gentle disposition, and are now an old 
eople. They dislike all rowdy behaviour, and are happy if only they can 
ve in peace and comfort surrounded by friends and relations. The English are 
ood rulers, but they are unable to understand us or our manners and customs. 
hat is why, in their ignorance, they often act in a way which causes us great 
hardship. It is for the purpose of mitigating such hers 
has been called into existence. Until the two communities, Hindu and Musal- 
man, join the Congress and unite, the Congress will remain maimed and imper- 
fect, and not one of the objects we have in view will he fully attained. In the 
North-Western Provinces the Musalmans so long enjoyed great respect and 
consideration. But of late this respect and consideration has been decreasing, 
because Government cannot conduct the work of administration by merely 
showing respect, It must also see that business is done. The object 
for which the Musalman was held in respect and treated with consideration has 
been age , and respect and consideration have therefore disappeared. 

ime there was when the Englishman’s mouth watered at the mention of 
the Bengali’s name, when there could be no English rule without Bengalis, That 
is why during the Sepoy Mutiny the rebels called the Bengali “the English- 


man’s guru,” and extremely oppressed him. In the North-West, Oudh, ' 
Bihar, Assam, Orissa, the Punjab and the northern parts of the Central 


Provinces, everywhere the Bengali was the right hand of the English official, 


The settlement and survey of many mahals was made by the Bengali. — 
That day is gone. re : ap ee Barer 


that confidence was reposed. The educated Bengali is now an eyesore to many 


Englishmen. The mere mention of the Bengali’s name drives many Englishmen’ 


ship that the Congress 


one is the time when that respect was shown, and 
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mad. The Bengali is no longer » put in the way of earning 


iven appointments 
money, or decorated with titles of distinction. We, Bengalis, therefore know. 


of what small and transient value the favours of Government are. Favour and 
disfavour we have seen both and understood both. That is why we wish to 
warn our Musalman brethren. We believe that .if the Congress had been the 
product of the joint efforts of Hindus and Musalmans, a larger measure of success 
would have been achieved by this time, aud both communities would have heen 

‘ners, The union of the Hindu and the Musalman in the Congress would have 
a more good to the Musalmans than what has been done to them by the 
admission of a few members of their community into the public service or by 
the instruction in playing cricket given to Musalman students in the Anylo- 
Oriental College at Aligarh. There would have been no cow-slaughter riots, 
no incarceration in jail of Hindus and Musalmans and no growth of ill-feeling 
between the two communities. Hindu and Musalman, we are both subject 
races, conquered by the same English master. Any boasting at the present time 
based on our happy past would make usa laughing stock of the public. It is in 
the hour of misfortune that the poor and the wealthy become one; it is on the 
great cremation ground that the sovereign and the subject become one. That 
is why our shortlived difference has disappeared in a short time. We are now 
both subjects, both of us have to pay taxes, both of us have to attend the 
law Courts, both’ ef us have to suffer equal punishment; under these circum- 
stances, what good will internal dissensions do? The Hindu and the Musal- 
man should therefore now unite, live on friendly terms with one another and 
make their dreary life happy. _ 

It is good news that the Hindus and the Musalmans in the North-West 
have become one, that the Musalman in the Punjab has become the Hindu’s 
friend, and that the Musalman community has become anxious to obtain the 
soothing and beneficial protection of the Congress. 

72. Referring to the announcement that the next meeting of the Congress 
will be held in Calcutta, the same paper addresses 
the following to the people of Bengal :— 

Benyal has cause for fear when it is called upon to pass through an ordeal. 
It is many times that we have been deceived by outward gloss into taking 
tinsel for gold; still we are unable to see men in their true colours. Men whom 
- we had taken to be as pure as the parijat fl-wer of heaven, or a spring of nectar, 
or the image of a god, subsequently turned out to be like the pvisonous 
flower of the tree round which is coiled the deadly serpent, a receptacle of 
deadly poison, a veritable incarnation of Satan. 


Some Congress men in Bengal. 


HITAVADI, 
Jan. llth, 1901. 


Look at that man who by his incessant talk about love, mercy and religion — 


has succeeded in gaining such a name for piety and so much respect and 
reverence among his fellowmen; look also at that man who proves his patrio- 
tism by talking incessantly about the welfare of his country; look again at 
those great social reformers who seem to devote themselves life and soul to the 
cause of their country’s social reformation—they are all men who have ‘onl 
clothed themselves in honesty’s garb, Remove their coverings, and you will 
see the lion in the lamb’s garb—the lion who is always thirsting for his country- 
men’s blood. Nowhere else can such men be found except in Bengal. 


We regret to say that the number of such hyprocrites is very large in this 
province. It is mother India’s great misfortune that she brings forth such 
children—children who, leaders of their courtry in education and position, are 
yet veritable incarnations of falsehood in their actions. We have found out 
many of these men, men blinded by self-interest, by putting ourselves in their 
way. 

In speaking thus, we do not speak of worthless men who have no position 
or importance, but of men who have position and are looked upon as the 
leaders of their country. From them their country hopes for much, and we 
at one time did the same. But now every body is astonished to see their 
conduct. One has only to go to them to see perfect embodiments of falsehood, 
deceit and duplicity. 

It is a matter of the greatest regret that men to whom Bengal looked 
forward for a helping hand to elevate herself are conducting themselves so 
meanly. ‘These men are not quite unconnecte] with the Congress. It is, 
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therefore, necessary that in Congress matters people should put themselves ‘on. 
po sh » see with the greatest. caution, 


their.guard against them and listen to their 
These men are enemies of their country. 


- It is to be hoped that in making preparations for the next meeting of the’ 


Congress, we shall forget for a time our self-interest and personal enmities. 


We have and shall have plenty of time for gratifying such enmities, but now, 
for once, we are called upon to prove that we possess some capacity for united 


work. | a 
73. The Mthir-o-Sudhakur (Calcutta) of the 11th January has* the 
following :— : | | 


The Congress. They are certainly mistaken who regard us 


as opponents of the Congress. We have no opposition to make as regurds the 


principal object of the movement. What we do object to is the way the work 


of the Congress has been conducted. The great object to accomplish which 
the Congress was called into existence is not being properly kept in view. The — 


leading Bengalis who sympathised with the movement when it was started are 


now retiring into the background. Instead of trying to promote ‘the true 


welfare of the people, the Congress, we find, is now identifying itself with 
various disagrecable political questions, with the reasult that Bengalis, asa 
people, are becoming objects of dislike and contempt with the Government. 


f course, those that are in no way connected with the Government have 


nothing to lose by this, but it is on account of the Congress that the Bengali, 
dependent as he always is on service for his livelihood, has incurred the dis- 
pleasure of the officials. The rulers are at heart displeased with the Congress, 
and only a very few of the prayers and petitions made by it to Government 
have been granted. 


Of course, it is a different matter when one attempts to bring about an 
emancipation of one’s country by speechifying. Speechifying is doubtless a 
clever and creditable performance, but it cannot bring about the political 
emancipation of a country. Here is patriotism lying silent and dormant for 
the best part of the year, waking into activity with the advent of December, 
and losing its fervour with the close of that month and the bevinning of anew 
year. ‘The Congress has now been in existence for sixteen years, and during 
this period the same subjects have been treated in the same way over and over 
again. ‘I'he soverign looks upon the prayers made by this asse:nblage of educa- 
ted beggars as worthless, prompted by the impulse of the moment and lacking 
in vital interest, and accordingly does not listen to them with respect. 


The Congress is professedly based on “ unity”. But where is that unity | 
in the Congress pandal and among the Congressists? The movement was start- © 


ed in Bengal, but its leaders in these provinces are quarrelling and fighting 
with one another. The number of delegates from Bengal was this year 
smaller than in previous years, very few leading Bengalis having taken the trouble 


to attend the sitting at Lahore. Will any one tell us why Mr. W. C. Bonerji, 


one of the principal promoters of the movement. bas suddenly retired from it? 
What is the cause of the absence from the Lakore meeting of Mr. A. M. Rose, 
the Rev. K, C. Banerji, Babu Hirendra Nath Datta, Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, 
Rai Jatindra Nath Chaudhuri and other prominent men? A little reflection 
will show that these leading men have ceased to look upon the Congress with 
that sympathy which they extended to it in previous years, and that the move- 


ment is not exnected to lead to ony abiding results. That this is the fact is 


also shown by the attitude of indifference which the Anglo-{ndian press and the 
Anglo-Indian officials have taken up in regard to the Congress. ‘They now see 
that the appr noeriane which they entertained at one time in regard to it are 
baseless, because the movement is one which has for its chief promoters 
Bengalis, men, that is, who are past masters in the art of speechifying and are 
ever quarrelling with one another. The fact is, nota few Bengalis have 
ceased to take any interest in the Congress or regard it with sympathy. That 


they nevertheless continue to attend its annual meetings is because they have 


come to look upon it in the light in which they regard the Durga Puja festival, 
a festival which has lost their sympathy and is yet celebrated by them every 


year, from a feeling that it would look awkward to abolish a time-honoured 
practice. “eRe 


/ 
._ 
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74, The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 14th January says :— 


| The ceremony of unveiling Lord Lansdowne’s 
Tere gitatue erected to ord statue has been performed. The Capitals recom- 
mendation that the words success and failure should 

be inscribed under the statues of Lord Reberts and Lord Lansdowne, respectively, 
has not been accepted. We cannot recall to mind any special service that 


Lord Lansdowne rendered to India, Norcan we say how he has deserved that | 


his memory should be tuated. We can have, of course, nothing to say 
if it be ened that he deserves a statue for having been a Viceroy of India. 
The Government of India made a present of eleven old bronze cannon for Lord 
Lansdowne’s statue. This liberality of the Government is bok A of praise. 
But we wish that it should go a step further. — It should pay out of the exche- 
quer the cost of a statue for every Indian Viceroy. In that case the matdan 


will soon be dotted with statues, and the rich menof the country will feel a 
great relief. 


Urriyva PAPERS. 


75. The Sambalpur Hitatshini [Bamra] of the 26th December advises the 


Tributary and fFeudatory Chiefs of Orissa 


Cultivation of waste lands in gnd the Central Provinces to bring fallow and 


the Tributary and Feudatory States 


PRativas!, 
Jan, 14tb, 1901. 


SaMBALPUR 
HITaIsHINI, 


Dec. 26th, 1400. 


of Orissa. waste lands in their territories under cultivation 


| by making money advances to their tenants on 
terms favourable to the latter. The writer contends that this will prove 


profitable both to the Chiefs and their subjects, as many acres of such lands 
are to be found in almost every State. 


76. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 2nd January regrets to 


The Medical College fee. learn that it is in- contemplation to increase the 


rate of fee in the Calcutta Medical College, and 
observes that obstacles should not be thrown in the way of the students of 


medical science in a country like India, where cholera, plague and epidemics 
are carrying off a large number of men and women every year. The writer 
observes that the Government, instead of increasing the college fee, should 
devise some means whereby medical science may be brought within the easy 
reach of the largest number. 


77. The same paper is glad to find that certain traits in His Honour’s 


| private character, such as his dealings with the palki 
we ane” codburn's exemp- ‘hearers, mahants and others at Barkul and Puri 

; _ have enhanced his reputation in the estimation of 
the public, and is of opinion that the lower authorities should imitate the 
example of Sir John Woodburn, for politeness costs nothing and is a sign 
of good breeding. 


78, A correspondent of the same peper makes it public that the ticket col- 
A Railway ticket Collector. lector at the Bhadrak station of the Cuttack Branch 


dag of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway is in the habit of 
detaining respectable people, who enter the platform with his permission to 
receive their friends travelling in the carriages of that railway, on the same 


platform for a long time much against their will. The correspondent hopes 
that the railway authorities will soon put a stop to this public annoyance. 

79. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 5th January is glad to learn that the 

itachi i iis Secretary of State for India has agreed to reduce 


_ the Home charges by several lakhs of rupees. 
The writer observes that though full justice is not done to India : yet this 


first attempt to do justice is quite welcome in its own way; for it will enable 


~ Indian authorities to do something to relieve the distress of famished 
ndia., — 


80. The same paper doubts the accuracy of the forecast of crops 


| published by the Director of the Agricultural 
.., official forecast of the Tepartment, in so far as that forecast relates to the 


districts of the Orissa province, for the rate at 
which rice is selling 
calculations of the Director. 


® 


- 
so lvkat BRAS 507 cr RR ey 
Cah ethotibn Moy, yds 


in the month of Pous (harvest-month) goes ag ainst the 


- Uptya AND 
NaVasSAMvaD, 
an, 2nd, 1$01. 


URIYA AED 
NaVASAMVAD, 


URIYA AND 
NavVASAMVAD. 


UTKALDIPIKA; 


UTEALDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Jan. 5th, 1901, 


( 64 ) 


81. Referring to the resolution of Government on the annual ‘administra- 
pak yam bad cae tion report of the meng ag in cen ape = 
nee oonal neme ‘o 5? same paper points out that Government shou 

BRR kc Sees make meal a an early date the additional source 
of income which it contemplates to hand over to the District Boards, and 
thereby allay public apprehension regarding the imposition of a new tax. 
82. The same paper takes a survey of the province of Orissa during 
Ostiee is ma ‘ the 97 years that it has been under the British 

“a rkodneearte rule, and concludes by observing that, though many 
improvements have been effected in various directions in the century that has 
passed away, the poverty of the people remains all the same. Though this 
country is a rice-producing one, the average Uriya cannot buy his food ; for the 
price of rice is high, and this is mainly due to the free export of that important 
article of food. All native industries and manufactures have been destroyed 
by foreign competition, while the abolition of the manufacture of salt 
has ruined many. The writer hopes that the statesmen who guide the 
destinies of India will look to this, derive lessons from the history of the 
past century, and so shape their policy that the Indians may have enough to 
eat to keep their body and soul together, and may not fall an easy prey to 
famine and pestilence. 


AssaAM PAPERS, 


83. The Paridarsak [Sylhet] of the €th January says that on the 25th 

A cricket match between -ecembcr last a cricket match was played between 

European officials and native the Kuropeans and the native students of Sylhet. 

eee 2 Bye. Such sympathy of the rulers with the ruled is 

highly praiseworthy, The rulers of the district have shown their highminded- 
ness by playing with native students. 


* 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BenGaL! TRANSLATOR’s OFFICE, 


The 19th January, 1901, 
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